
2020 - 2021 annual report



But thankfully, due to a variety of factors such

as Federal and Provincial Government

Funding in addition to an incredible amount of

work undertaken by the Senior Leadership

Team, we worked tirelessly to re-hire our staff

and re-open our programs in order to serve

our children, youth and families. 

We are incredibly proud of this and can say

this is not something that is the norm in the

not for profit sector in general and elsewhere

on Vancouver Island. We know of sadly too

many not-for-profits who could not weather

the COVID storm as we did.

This year we celebrate our 50th year. This is a

huge milestone and we want to ensure we do a

great job of acknowledging this. So with the

current pandemic and associated protocols,

we will be delaying any celebration to later in

2021 in the hopes we can gather as a

community and celebrate together. 

I celebrated my first year as Executive

Director in January 2021 and what a year

it has been. Had I known the challenges

we would face as an organization would I

have taken the role? – Absolutely!! 

What the past year has shown me is how

resilient we are as a team here at BGC

Central Vancouver Island and how vital

our services are in supporting our

children, youth and families, many of

whom experienced overwhelming

challenges during this time.

Our staff also experienced their own

stresses not only in dealing with a

pandemic but professionally too as we

had to temporarily lay off 91 of our staff

team. 

Over the past year I have thoroughly enjoyed

getting to know the fabulous team here at

BGCCVI and I am so impressed with the work

we do here to support children and youth. I

am hugely grateful to the Board of Directors

for not only giving me the opportunity of the

role of Executive Director but for their

ongoing support of me personally and also of

the organization.

Notwithstanding the challenges we have

faced this past year and continue to face in

the coming years, we have much to

celebrate and be thankful for and these

successes have been highlighted in this

report.

Karen Love

Executive

Director

Karen Love
Executive Director of BGC Central Vancouver Island



I want to begin by acknowledging Karen and the staff at BGCCVI for

their individual leadership this year and to thank them on behalf of the

Board of Directors for the dedication, courage and resilience they have

shown. 

Covid-19 has dominated all of our lives and presented challenges none

of us could have expected. In the midst of uncertainty, they have

continued to care for the children, youth, and families that rely on

them. Their efforts and dedication truly makes a difference in the lives

of so many every day.

I also acknowledge the Directors and Committee members who have

selflessly served and volunteered their time and talent over the past

year. Thank you to the Directors, Committees and Committee Chairs

for your commitment and focus. 

We have come a long way in the last 18 months and continue to make

progress on improving our effectiveness as a Board. We have

refocused the Board and its efforts on governance, the future, and

leading the Organization through uncertainty. The Governance & HR,

Finance & Risk, and Fundraising Committees were very active this year

and were essential to the Board achieving its purpose. 

Over the past year, our goal as a Board and Organization has been to

manage forward and we have made significant progress on this front.

There continues to be challenges in front of us and we must be ready.

Challenges such as changes to childcare, skill shortages, economic

pressures, reconciliation, and recovering from the global pandemic to

name a few. We need to remain nimble, agile and forward looking as

we face the future and continue to build on relationships with

Communities, Municipalities, Governments, and Agencies that will help

us to achieve our purpose. 

The coming year will be an exciting one with budget items that include

for several new and expanded programs and some new staff positions

to support the Organization as we grow.

In closing, I cannot overstate how proud we are of the incredible work

that has been done by BGCCVI staff and the children, youth and

families we serve. As of June, there has only been two confirmed

Covid-19 exposures and zero transmissions in all of our locations and

programs combined. 

Thank you to everyone who is continuing to push through and do their

part to serve one another and to achieve our purpose of providing a

safe and supportive place where children and youth can experience

new opportunities, overcome barriers, build positive relationships and

develop the confidence and skills for life.

Board of directors
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infant & toddler care

Daycare

Out of school care

summer camps

pd camps

south side teen centre

youth lounge

purple girlzillas

teen entrepreneur network

generation q

flex your head

child youth & family services

 

Family Place

Positive Behaviour Support Program

Parents Together 

Parenting Without Power Struggles 

Parenting in the Pandemic

59% of all participants attend 3 or more times per week



 
100%

Since 1971, we have been

empowering young people

to discover, develop, and

achieve their best potential.

BGCCVI is the Island's

largest childcare provider,

serving over 1400 children,

youth, and families in

Comox Valley, Lantzville,

Nanaimo, and Ladysmith. 



BGC Central Vancouver Island delivers the best possible service to the

people we support through the talents and commitments of our

dedicated staff who are informed, involved and who's voices are heard.

Part time employees: 75

Full time employees: 47

ages 14-21: 14

ages 22-29: 62

ages 30 and over: 46

Join us today! bgccvi.com/careers

http://bgccvi.com/careers


Alumni outreach

Carly Carey
Head of Charitable Giving
Real Estate Webmasters

When my mom first signed me up at the Boys

and Girls Club, I have to be honest, I wasn't

thrilled. I was a pre-teen and didn't really want

to get up early every morning during the

summer. I was relieved when I saw some of my

schoolmates at the summer day camp. 

I don't remember much from those few

summers I spent at the Boys and Girls Club

(since it was many years ago, 1989-1991 or so)

but what I do remember are the club vans.

Every day we would pile into those vans and

the camp leaders would take us on adventures.

I'd always sit at the back of the van with my

friends and we would spend hours talking,

singing, throwing fruit roll-up wrappers at each

other's heads. Some days just driving in the

van was the best part of the day!

I spent those summers exploring every lake,

river, and ocean within driving distance from

the club. I got to see new places and

experience new adventures every day!

Eventually, I got too old (or thought I was too

cool) for the Boys and Girls Club and since my

mom was a hard-working single mom, I spent

most of my summer days after that going to

the Bowen park swimming pool because it was

walking distance. That was fine, but it wasn't

the fun adventures exploring Vancouver Island

that I had with my friends the previous years.

In hindsight, the camp was probably a huge help

for my mom. Trying to figure what do to with her

2 daughters all summer while she worked full

time must have been a challenge.

Many years later, it was decided that my

daughter would go to the after-school program

at the 5th street Boys and Girls Club. She was

about 9 years old when she started going. The

alternative was her walking home alone and

staying home alone until the work-day was done.

 

Growing up in low-income housing and in a

single-parent home, I have come to the

conclusion that it's not one big moment in a

youth's life that helps kids stay in school and "out

of trouble". It's a lot of small experiences with

many kind and caring people along the way that

really impact kids. I don't remember a single

camp leader's name, but I remember how I felt

when I went to the club. Safe, excited and it was

fun!

I believe all our youth deserve a chance to grow

up and be happy, well-adapted adults. In order

to achieve that goal, a youth requires a series of

positive and helpful experiences that make up a

youth's support system. I wanted to contribute

back to the community that supported me when

I was younger. When I saw the opportunity to join

the board I felt compelled and inspired to be a

small piece of a large puzzle!



new locations new buses

new virtual programsnew youth programs - ages 10+

cumberland

Parksville

chase river elementary

Ladysmith



thank you
to all of our donors, funders, & partners for their outstanding commitment to changing young lives

Coast Capital Savings

 

Coins for Kids 

Nanaimo News Bulletin

 

Daybreak Rotary 

 

Egan Family Foundation

 

Harmac Pacific Employees

 

MD 19 Lions Service

 

Nanaimo Mitzubishi 

Helping Hands



Sheila Malcolmson
Minister of Mental Health and Addictions

"I appreciate everyone at BGCCVI and their commitment to

building healthy communities and supporting our children

and youth. 

 

BGCCVI’s hard work to help create better outcomes for kids

across the island is clear across the many programs they

offer.

 

COVID-19 showed us how important community

collaboration is and now as we recover from the pandemic, I

am thankful to have BGCCVI as a community partner here in

Nanaimo."

Sheila Malcolmson, MLA for Nanaimo





2290 Bowen Road
Nanaimo, BC V9T 3K7
T: 250-754-3215

bgccvi.com

We gratefully acknowledge the traditional territories of the Snuneymuxw, Stz’uminus,

K’omoks, Puntlege, E’iksan, First Nations on whose land we live work and play. We also

acknowledge homes of the Miki’siw, Mid-Island and Cowichan Metis Nations.

bandgclubofcvi

boysandgirlsclubscvi

@bgccvi

bgccvi


